
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Swim England North West & North East Regions 
& Salford Community Leisure Invite you to the 

 

2019 Open Water Festival 
Helly Hansen Water Sports Centre, Salford Quays, Salford 

SATURDAY 29th JUNE 2019  08.00 – 14.00 
 
 

FESTIVAL EVENT FOR ALL 
Wet Suits Allowed - Minimum Age for entry 12 years 

1500 CHALLENGE (3 laps) 

SENIOR (19/Over), JUNIOR (15 – 18 YEARS), NOVICE (12-14 YEARS) 
Ages as of 31

ST 
Dec 2019 

 

 

NW / NE Open Water Championships 
12-13 Years – 2 km; 14/15 Years – 3km; 16 & over – 5km 

Ages as of 31
st  

Dec 2019 
 

 

NW / NE Masters Open Water Championships 
1.5km OR 3km 

The age groups for Masters are: 18-24 (years old), 25–29, 30–34, 35–39, 40-44; 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 

60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 90-94 
Ages as of 31

st  
Dec 2019 

 

 

ALL CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS INCORPORATE THE FOLLOWING COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
CHESHIRE, LANCASHIRE, NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM & YORKSHIRE



 
 
 

 

SENW & SENE Region Open Water Championships –  Conditions 2019 
 

1.    The Swim England North West Regional Management Board (the Board) reserves full powers 
over all Regional Swimming Championships. Management and Promoters responsibilities shall 
be delegated to the Swimming Management Group and their nominated representative at 
the event. 

2.    The Event shall be held under Swim England Rules and the relevant FINA rules. 
3.    A competitor must be a registered member, or equivalent of the club in whose name he or 

she is entered, at the date of making the initial entry.  Swimmers may enter in the name of 
one club only. 

4.    Foreign competitors will be accepted if they are from one of the countries affiliated to FINA. 
5.    Age Groups and distances for both male and female are: 

a.    12/13 Yrs – 2km 
b.    14/15 yrs – 3km 
c.    16& Over – 5km 

6.    Masters Swimmers may enter one event only 1.5km or 3km.  Age categories are: 18-24, 25- 
29, 30-34,35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64 and in 5 year age bands as is required. 

7.    Ages as at 31 December 2019 
8.    Entries will open on Monday 13th  May 2019 and close on midnight Wednesday 13th June 

2019.  Entries are to be made via entry form, which is supplementary to these conditions. 
9.    Entry Fee £15.00 
10.  Medals will be awarded to the first 3 male and female swimmers in each of the following age 

groups: 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17/18 & 19+. 
11.  NW & NE Medals for Masters Swimmers will also be awarded to the first three males and 

females for each age category listed in condition 6 (above).  Swimmers outside the NW & NE 
regions can enter but will not be awarded medals. 

12.  A cut off time limit of 30 minutes after the first swimmer in each competition has finished 
may operate at the referee’s discretion 

13.  Registration: Swimmers MUST sign in at the registration desk at the appropriate time which 
will be published in the briefing information after entries close. 

14.  Any swimmer representative (coach/chaperone) not attending the briefing will result in the 
swimmer NOT being allowed to swim. 

15.  Competitor Number: Competitors must have their number displayed on their swim cap 
(provided), back or upper arms, AND WEAR THE ELECTRONIC CHIP AND/OR WRISTBAND 
PROVIDED. When wetsuits are in use only the hands at hat will be numbered. 

16.  Grease: Swimmers shall be allowed to use grease or other substances providing these are not 
deemed as excessive, in the opinion of the Referee. 

17.  Safety Conditions 
a.    Water temperature will be monitored in the run up to the Championships 
b.    On the day of the competition, prior to the start, the course will be inspected and 

water temperature measured to ensure all of the safety requirements are met and 
the conditions are suitable for staging the championships 

c.    Reasonable modification may be made to the course or the manner in which the 
Championships is conducted based on the conditions at the time. 

d.    For guidance regarding water temperature, please see information below. 
18.  Cancellations 

a.    If the conditions are deemed to be unsuitable and not safe the a decision may be 
made to cancel or stop the championships 

b.    Full refunds of entry fees to the Championships will be offered to all competitors. 
c.    No refunds will be offered for any other expenses incurred in relation to the 

Championships 
19.  Any matters not provided for in these conditions shall be decided by Swim England NW Event 

Management Group or the Event Referee.



 
 
 

 

 

SENW & SENE Region Open Water Festival 1500m Challenge Conditions 
 

1.    The competition is open to all swimmers in the UK who are unattached to Swim England clubs 
as well as those who are members of Swim England clubs. 

2.    Entrants should be able to self-certify themselves fit and competent enough to complete the 
challenge.  Please seek advice from your GP if you are unsure. 

3.    The minimum age for competing is 12 years as at 31 December 2019 
4.    Participants must attend the briefing – Final briefing times will be published online and sent 

via email one week before the date of the competition. 
5.    The Festival event is freestyle and swum over 1500m 
6.    Wetsuits are allowed in the Festival Event – this is your choice 
7.    Depending on the entry numbers, the event may be staggered in heat waves. The promoter 

reserves the right to limit entries dependent upon demand. 
8.    Competitors must have their number clearly visible on their cap (provided) and body in 

accordance with the referee’s instruction.  The numbers are normally written in black ink 
markers on the cap and on each competitor’s back and upper arms.  All competitors MUST, in 
the interest of safety, wear the swim hat provided. 

9.    A cut off time limit of 30 minutes after the first swimmer has finished may operate at the 
referee’s discretion. 

10.  Awards – Challenge 1500m NW medals will be awarded to the first three Male and Female in 
the following age categories:  Senior (19/Over), Junior (15-18), Novice (12-14). 

11.  Water Temperature and Swimwear – if the water temperature is below 20- degrees then it is 
compulsory for a wetsuit to be worn. Please see guidance outlined below. 

12.  Any matters not provided for in these conditions shall be decided by Swim England NW Event 
Management Group or the referee. 

 

 
BRIEFINGS 

Briefing and Start times for each event will be confirmed as soon as possible after the closing date for entries.  The 
briefing and start times for each event will be published on the Swim England NW website and will be emailed to all 
competitors. 

 

 
 

Guidance from British Swimming on the use of Wetsuits. 
 

The following guidance has been issued by the British Swimming, Swimming Officials Group 
relative to the suitability of Wetsuits in Open Water Competition: 

 
“This rule change has been brought about to increase safety for competitors in water between 16˚- 
18˚ (compulsory) and 18˚ - 20˚ (optional). In accordance with other swimsuit rules British Swimming 
will conform to the intention of the rule. We do not provide interpretation of FINA rules – only FINA 
as the governing body can interpret their own rules. 

 
However, to provide guidance, the discussion to date has been around what would constitute 
coverage of the shoulder. An informed view is that to ensure complete coverage of the shoulder the 
wetsuit must include a sleeve, as a minimum polo or ‘T’ shirt length covering the full shoulder and 
upper arm in order to maintain shoulder cover during swimming, full arm to wrist has been suggested 
although elbows do not feature in the rule, whereas coverage of knees as a mid-limb joint in respect 
of leg length of a wetsuit is. 

 
It is expected that officials will apply common sense when dealing with references to neck, wrists and 
ankles. As in all Open Water events held in the home counties of England Scotland and Wales the 
Chief Referee will have responsibility for the overall management of the rules.”



 
 
 

 
 

Additional Information: 
 

Competitors placed first, second and third in a Swim England, Scottish Swimming or Swim Wales 
Regional Open Water Championships, being a member of a club in that Region who does not achieve 
entry by means of a pool based swim, may also enter the Open Water National Age Group 
Championships as the distances swum are equivalent to those being swum at the Open Water 
National Age Group Championships for all age groups. 

 
WET SUITS for FESTIVAL events are available for hire from Salford Water Sports Centre [Limited 

Numbers]. Please contact 0161 877 7252 for details & further information 
 

 
 

LOCATION: 
Address: Watersport Centre, 15 The Quays, Salford, M50 3SQ 
Phone: 0161 877 7252 

 
Hotels Nearby: 

 
Holiday Inn Express – Salford Quays 

 

 

Holiday Inn Express Manchester - Salford Quays 

Waterfront Quay 

Salford Quays 

Manchester M50 3XW 

United Kingdom 
+44 (0) 8719021623 
info@expressmanchester.co.uk 

 
AC Hotel – Salford Quays 
17-19 Trafford Road 
Salford Quays 
Manchester 
M5 3AW 
+44 161 876 5305 
www.marriott.com 

 

Hotel IBIS Budget – Salford Quays 
19 Trafford Road 
Salford 
Manchester 
M5 3AW 
0161 848 0898 
www.accorhotels.com 

tel:+44%20(0)%208719021623
mailto:info@expressmanchester.co.uk
http://www.marriott.com/

